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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DR. VIRGINIA 

KIMBROUGH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BARTON). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a great Amer-
ican, Dr. Virginia Kimbrough Newell, 
who will celebrate her 100th birthday 
on Saturday, October 7. Dr. Newell has 
spent her entire lifetime in service to 
others as a civil rights activist, elected 
official, mentor, and friend. 

Dr. Newell was born in Advance, 
North Carolina, to William and Dinah 
Kimbrough. She graduated from his-
toric Atkins High School in Winston- 
Salem and received a degree in mathe-
matics from Talladega College in 
Talladega, Alabama. She received her 
master’s degree from New York Univer-
sity and a doctorate in education from 
the University of Sarasota in Sarasota, 
Florida. 

After receiving her doctorate, Dr. 
Newell returned to her beloved North 
Carolina and taught mathematics at 
Washington High School and J.W. 
Ligon High School in Raleigh. Dr. New-
ell later joined the faculty at Shaw 
University in Raleigh as an associate 
professor of mathematics. 

In 1965, Mr. Speaker, Dr. Newell 
joined Winston-Salem State University 
as a mathematics professor. She taught 
at that institution for 20 long years 
and served as chair of the mathematics 
department. Acknowledging her tre-
mendous contributions to the univer-
sity, the computer science center bears 
her name. 

A dedicated public servant, Dr. New-
ell served as Winston-Salem city alder-
man for 16 years, where she focused on 
the needs of her constituents and advo-
cated for those who were often without 
a voice. In recognition of her selfless 
advocacy, the city of Winston-Salem 
has named a street and walking trail in 
her honor. 

Virginia Kimbrough married George 
Fisher Newell, a distinguished science 
professor, a marriage that lasted 46 
long years. Two daughters were born to 
the marriage, my friend, Dr. Glenda 
Newell-Harris, and Dr. Virginia D. 
Banks. She is blessed with six grand-
children: Brittany, Phillip, Mary, Mat-
thew, Mark, and Todd. 

Dr. Newell is a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, 
and is a platinum member of The 
Links, Incorporated. She is an Alpha 
Bette, which is a wife of an Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity man, and an 
Archousa, which is a wife of Sigma Pi 
Phi Fraternity. She has been a faithful 
member of First Baptist Church in 
Winston-Salem for more than 50 years. 

Dr. Newell is, without a doubt, a vi-
sionary trailblazer who has positively 
impacted the lives of so many. On be-
half of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and the people of my con-
gressional district, I wish Dr. Virginia 
Kimbrough Newell a very happy 100th 
birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ADAMS), who is from the 12th District 
of North Carolina. 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the phenomenal Dr. 
Virginia K. Newell, a mathematician, 
author, civil rights activist, teacher, 
elected official, mentor, and my Alpha 
Kappa Alpha soror. 

Dr. Newell is an asset to North Caro-
lina. We celebrate her 100th birthday 
today and honor her legacy as a voice 
for the voiceless. 

A native of the triad, Dr. Newell 
graduated from Atkins High School in 
Winston-Salem before attending 
Talladega College in Alabama. She 
earned her master’s degree from NYU 
and her doctorate of education from 
the University of Sarasota. 

As an educator, she touched the lives 
of countless students at Washington 
and Ligon High Schools in Raleigh, 
Yale Summer High School, Shaw Uni-
versity, and Winston-Salem State Uni-
versity. As chairwoman of the mathe-
matics department at WSSU for 20 
years and later as professor emeritus, 
Dr. Newell is credited with bringing 
computers to that campus. 

In Winston-Salem, Dr. Newell sought 
to make the greatest difference she 
could. She was elected as city alder-
woman, serving for 16 years and always 
placing her constituents’ needs first. 
She led numerous voter registration 
drives and co-chaired the Shirley Chis-
holm for President campaign in North 
Carolina. Even after retirement, Dr. 
Newell served as mentor and tutor to 
hundreds of students who continue to 
thank her for her firm approach and for 
expecting nothing but the best from 
them. 

Dr. Newell’s hard work and dedica-
tion to her students, constituents, and 
North Carolina is admirable and note-
worthy. Indeed, she is a phenomenal 
woman, and I wish her a very happy 
100th birthday. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
GEORGE HAMILTON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Mr. George Hamilton, who passed away 
on August 4, 2017, at 88 years old. 

Mr. Hamilton graduated from the 
University of Georgia School of Phar-
macy and owned and operated his own 
private pharmacy. He was the owner of 
Hamilton’s Apothecary in the heart of 
downtown Savannah, where he was the 
primary pharmacist for many citizens 
of Savannah. 

It wasn’t just his products that 
brought in his customers, but the gen-
uine care that he showed for people. He 
opened his business mainly because of 
his genuine love for neighbors and com-
munity. If someone could not afford to 
purchase their desperately needed med-
icine, he would give it to them for free. 

He also stocked his store with basic 
groceries to keep the elderly people 
who lived near his store from having to 
make a long walk to the grocery store. 

Aside from being passionate about 
his profession, Mr. Hamilton watched, 
with his children, his beloved Georgia 
Bulldogs play almost every Saturday. 

I thank Mr. Hamilton for his dedica-
tion to the Savannah community and 
the profession of pharmacy. He will 
truly be missed. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. HERMON 
BUTLER 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Mr. Hermon Butler, Sr., who passed 
away on August 21, 2017, at 81 years. 

Mr. Butler was a man who wore many 
hats in the Pembroke, Georgia, com-
munity. He worked at a barber shop for 
many years before serving as a Bryan 
County probate judge. 

During his judgeship, he hosted three 
or four city-famous roadside feasts a 
year, where he cooked quail, venison, 
chicken, barbecued pork, and low coun-
try boil on the courthouse grounds. His 
events became extremely popular and 
eventually garnered the title of Cafe, 
more specifically, the Road Kill Cafe, 
because of the large amount of choices 
he served. He served not only court-
house staff and law enforcement, but 
people from across Pembroke and the 
State of Georgia, including some of the 
State’s highest officials. 

He retired in 2000, and his roadside 
feasts were special for anyone who was 
lucky enough to attend. 

Mr. Butler certainly will be missed. 
RECOGNIZING REAR ADMIRAL UPPER HALF 

RANDY CRITES 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Rear Admi-
ral Lower Half Randy Crites for his 
promotion to Rear Admiral Upper Half. 
Rear Admiral Crites currently serves 
as commander of Submarine Group 10 
at Kings Bay Naval Base in the ex-
treme southern portion of the First 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Since he signed up to serve in 1985, 
Rear Admiral Crites has proven himself 
as an outstanding leader. Among his 
many accomplishments, he completed 
four patrols while commanding the 
submarine USS West Virginia that dis-
suaded enemies from potentially 
threatening our country. 

It would be impossible for me to 
overstate the work that Rear Admiral 
Crites is doing at Kings Bay Naval 
Base, and I trust that he will succeed 
in his new assignment and make an 
even greater contribution to the safety 
of our Nation in his position. The First 
Congressional District of Georgia ap-
preciates Rear Admiral Crites’ patriot-
ism and dedication to the United 
States. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, last week 
we honored and welcomed back STEVE 
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SCALISE to this Chamber, victim of a 
horrible shooting aimed at him because 
he was a Congressman. It could have 
been any one of us. 

Today the Democrats spoke on the 
steps of the Capitol about the need for 
reasonable gun law reform, and with us 
was Gabby Giffords, who was shot in 
2011 because she was a Congressperson 
doing her job. 

Congressman JOHN LEWIS had said 
that you can’t go to a movie theater, 
you can’t go to a concert, and you 
can’t go to school and feel safe. You 
can’t be a public official and feel safe. 

What happened in Las Vegas where 58 
people were murdered and over 500 in-
jured calls on the United States Con-
gress to take action to protect the 
American people. 

b 1015 

This is the time to act for reason-
able, commonsense gun reform laws. 
Former Deputy Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia Fischer, who, in 1996, after the 
greatest mass shooting in Australian 
history, led an effort to reform the 
Australian laws, sent a missive to 
President Trump suggesting this is the 
time for him to act and to do some-
thing very important for American so-
ciety. He said: It can be done. 

After those killings in Australia, 
they passed laws that made automatic 
and semiautomatic weapons illegal. 
They had a buyback program that 
bought back over 600,000. 

After the 1996 effort, which was dif-
ficult but successful, Australia has not 
had a killing of over five people. Prior 
to 1996, they had 15 or 16 shootings of 
that nature. 

Everyone recognizes Australia’s suc-
cess. We need to do something besides 
just having continued moments of si-
lence. 

Yesterday, on a bill on this floor 
about the unborn taking precedence 
over the rights of women, quite a few 
Republicans came to the floor and 
talked about pain to the unborn and 
loss of their potential for life. But none 
have talked about the pain of the 500 
who were injured and the 58 lives that 
were lost. 

We could pass laws to eliminate 
bump stocks that, apparently, this 
murderer used to make his weapon 
into, effectively, an automatic weapon, 
where you can shoot hundreds of bul-
lets at a time, which he did. Bump 
stocks should be illegal. Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN had a bill to make 
them illegal in 2013, and she has one 
again. 

We need better background checks 
and to make sure the mentally ill don’t 
get guns. Unfortunately, in this Con-
gress, in February, we passed a law 
that President Trump signed with pas-
sion and a flare that eliminated a rule 
that said that the Social Security Ad-
ministration would send the names of 
people who couldn’t manage their own 
financial affairs to a bureau to see to it 
that they were on a list so they 
couldn’t buy guns. 

If you can’t successfully manage 
your own financial affairs, should you 
have a gun? 

I would submit not. But that bill was 
passed on a partisan vote and signed by 
the President, making it easier for peo-
ple to get guns when the Social Secu-
rity Administration has found they 
cannot manage their own affairs. 

The same for the no-fly, no-buy list. 
If you are considered too much of a se-
curity threat to fly on an airplane, you 
shouldn’t be able to buy a gun. The ar-
guments we heard against that were 
about due process. 

Has anybody brought a bill to give 
the people on the no-fly list due proc-
ess? Has it come to the floor? 

No. It won’t. It makes sense to have 
a no-fly list. They also should be the 
people that can’t buy guns. 

We shouldn’t have semiautomatic 
weapons. Automatic weapons are ille-
gal. The bump stocks make regular 
weapons automatic weapons. 

The CDC is prohibited by law from 
doing a study to see if there is a con-
nection between gun violence and men-
tal health or our country’s health. 
That law should be repealed. We 
shouldn’t fear the CDC study. 

High-capacity magazines also 
shouldn’t be permitted, and law en-
forcement should be protected from 
armor-piercing bullets. 

I hope that we can act to save Amer-
ican lives. 

f 

REFORMING AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MITCHELL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the 21st Century AIRR 
Act, a comprehensive act to reauthor-
ize the FAA and reform air traffic con-
trol. 

Our aviation system was once the 
best in the world, but, unfortunately, 
America is no longer first in flight. 
Ask anyone who flies. They know our 
aviation system is plagued with ineffi-
ciencies. These range from indirect 
routes that send us all over, trying to 
get from one point to another; seem-
ingly endless delays; and time wasted 
on the tarmac, hoping to take off to 
head to your destination. 

These delays and congestion cost 
travelers and our economy an esti-
mated $25 billion a year. 

You may have heard that argument 
that there is nothing we can do; 50 per-
cent of our air traffic delays are caused 
by bad weather. 

Well, underlying that is 50 percent of 
our delays are caused by bad weather 
because you have to space out aircraft 
further and differently when the 
weather is inclement. 

Why is that? 
Well, in many cases, we are using 

World War II radar technology to keep 
track of modern aviation. In fact, over 
400 air traffic control facilities were 
built before the invention of the inter-

net and 9 of them are old enough to 
collect Medicare if they were a live 
human being. Think about that. They 
are that old. 

Questions have been asked: Why 
haven’t we simply fixed the problem? 

After all, taxpayers and passengers 
have poured billions of dollars into the 
FAA to modernize that system over 
the last 30 years, yet we have little to 
show for it. 

As President Clinton pointed out 
nearly 20 years ago, ‘‘part of the prob-
lem is our outdated technology . . . but 
a more fundamental problem is also 
how the FAA operates.’’ 

I couldn’t agree more. 
We recently had a hearing regarding 

air traffic control, and the FAA was 
asked: What does it take to get to a 
modern air traffic control system like 
is used in other parts of the developed 
world? 

I was told: If we had 10 more years 
and $30 billion more, we would hope to 
have the project done. 

I come from private business. Hope is 
not a plan. 

The 21st Century AIRR Act would re-
place a Federal entity that has proven 
itself to be ineffective with an inde-
pendent, not-for-profit board tasked 
with modernizing our air traffic con-
trol system. They would have one duty: 
providing the safest, most efficient air 
traffic control service to all users. 

Contrary to critics, our board would 
be balanced. It would be comprised of 
users of the system. All are represented 
equally. 

Quickly, let me bust a few myths 
here. 

Critics argue that transferring air 
traffic control services from the FAA 
to a new entity would be a free give-
away of Federal assets. 

Well, first, let me state they are not 
Federal assets. They are our assets. We 
paid for them. Everyone in this Cham-
ber has paid for them. Every taxpayer 
has paid for them. They are owned by 
the people. 

Most of these assets are so old and 
outdated that, in many cases, they are 
actually a liability. There are many fa-
cilities that are actually environ-
mental brownfields. 

A number of FAA facilities no longer 
meet OSHA standards, yet, somehow, 
some of the critics claim that these are 
valuable Federal assets. In fact, users 
are going to pay to update this air traf-
fic control system. They will pay for 
the equipment, staff, and technology to 
finally update a system that we have 
been trying to do for over 30 years. 

Many in this Chamber talk about re-
focusing the Federal Government, re-
ducing it back to its core missions, re-
ducing government back to what it 
does best. This bill does just that. 

Mr. Speaker, after billions of dollars 
and decades of Federal bureaucrats’ 
fruitless efforts to modernize our air 
traffic system, it is time for change. It 
is time for real reform. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill does exactly 
that. Let’s bring the bill to the floor. 
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